
 

23th Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 26B)            October 31, 2021 

Prelude  

Liturgy of the Word 

Processional Hymn         #437        Tell out my soul 

Celebrant:  Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
People:   And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen 

Collect for Purity 

Gloria   S280 (BCP 356) 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
 Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

Collect 
Almighty and merciful God, it is only by your gift that your faithful people 
offer you true and laudable service: Grant that we may run without 
stumbling to obtain your heavenly promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever.  Amen. 



 

 

First Reading Ruth 1:1-18 
In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land, and a 
certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went to live in the country of Moab, he 
and his wife and two sons. The name of the man was Elimelech and the 
name of his wife Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon and 
Chilion; they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They went into 
the country of Moab and remained there. But Elimelech, the husband of 
Naomi, died, and she was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; 
the name of the one was Orpah and the name of the other Ruth. When they 
had lived there about ten years, both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so that 
the woman was left without her two sons and her husband. Then she 
started to return with her daughters-in-law from the country of Moab, for 
she had heard in the country of Moab that the Lord had considered his 
people and given them food. So she set out from the place where she had 
been living, she and her two daughters-in-law, and they went on their way 
to go back to the land of Judah. But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-
law, "Go back each of you to your mother's house. May the Lord deal 
kindly with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me. The Lord 
grant that you may find security, each of you in the house of your husband." 
Then she kissed them, and they wept aloud. They said to her, "No, we will 
return with you to your people." But Naomi said, "Turn back, my 
daughters, why will you go with me? Do I still have sons in my womb that 
they may become your husbands? Turn back, my daughters, go your way, 
for I am too old to have a husband. Even if I thought there was hope for 
me, even if I should have a husband tonight and bear sons, would you then 
wait until they were grown? Would you then refrain from marrying? No, my 
daughters, it has been far more bitter for me than for you, because the hand 
of the Lord has turned against me." Then they wept aloud again. Orpah 
kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. So she said, "See, your 
sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your 
sister-in-law.” But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back 
from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; 
your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I 
will die— there will I be buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me, and 
more as well, if even death parts me from you!” When Naomi saw that she 
was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 
 
 



 

Psalm 146 

1  Hallelujah! Praise the Lord, O my soul! * 
  I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

2  Put not your trust in rulers, nor in any child of earth, * 
  for there is no help in them. 

3  When they breathe their last, they return to earth, * 
  and in that day their thoughts perish. 

4  Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help! * 
  whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

5  Who made heaven and earth, the seas, 
     and all that is in them; * 
  who keeps his promise for ever; 

6  Who gives justice to those who are oppressed, * 
  and food to those who hunger. 

7  The Lord sets the prisoners free;  
 the Lord opens the eyes of the blind; * 
  the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

8  The Lord loves the righteous; the Lord cares for the stranger; * 
  he sustains the orphan and widow,  
  but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

9  The Lord shall reign for ever, * 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.   
         Hallelujah! 

Second Reading Hebrews 9:11-14 

When Christ came as a high priest of the good things that have come, then 
through the greater and perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of 
this creation), he entered once for all into the Holy Place, not with the 
blood of goats and calves, but with his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 
redemption. For if the blood of goats and bulls, with the sprinkling of the 
ashes of a heifer, sanctifies those who have been defiled so that their flesh is 
purified, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal 
Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from 
dead works to worship the living God! 

Sequence Hymn #436        Lift up your heads ye mighty gates           v.1-4  



 

Gospel Mark 46-52 
One of the scribes came near and heard the Saducees disputing with one 
another, and seeing that Jesus answered them well, he asked him, “Which 
commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with 
all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” Then the 
scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is 
one, and besides him there is no other’; and ‘to love him with all the heart, 
and with all the understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s 
neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all whole burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said 
to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one 
dared to ask him any question. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Sequence Hymn #436        Lift up your heads ye mighty gates          v.5 

Sermon 

Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and    
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 
proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe 
in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come.       Amen. 



 

Prayers of the People  
In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Hear our prayer”. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in 
your truth, live together in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

We pray for Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Kevin, our Bishop, and for 
Sidnie, our Assisting Priest. We pray for our Search Committee, that they 
may be led to call a faithful rector for our congregation.   In the Anglican 
Cycle of Prayer in the Diocese of Bethlehem, we pray for The Good 
Shepherd, Scranton.  In the Diocese of Kajo Keji we pray for St. Matthew 
Gaderu Parish.  In the Anglican Communion we pray for The Anglican 
Province of Alexandria. 

Lord, in your mercy. 
All:  Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good.  We pray 
for Joseph our President, Tom our Governor, and all public servants.  

Lord, in your mercy 
All:  Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use 
its resources rightly in the service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Lord, in your mercy 
All:  Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may 
serve Christ in them, and love one another as he loves us. In the parish 
cycle of prayer we pray for Carol Gabrielan; for Margret Giese; for Claire 
Giuliano; for Andrew and Marilyn Gondell and for Sarah Goodrich. 

Lord, in your mercy 
All:  Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them 
courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
For those who have commended themselves to our prayers, we pray for June, 
Antonia, Claire, Dennis, Beverly, Brianna, Renee, Bernie, Don, Krystal, Doug, 
Michael, Rick and Christine– and for our families, friends, and neighbors, that 
being freed from anxiety, they may live in joy, peace, and health.  
Lord, in your mercy 
All:  Hear our prayer. 



 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will 
for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share 
with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Lord, in your mercy 
All:  Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  

The Confession of Sin 

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the 
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 

The Peace 

                        The Holy Communion 

Doxology Hymn   #380     v. 3 

                             The Great Thanksgiving 

Celebrant 

People  

The Lord be with you. 

People: A  And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 



 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 
where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 
heaven and earth. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

Sanctus  S 130 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 
for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 
nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 
God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 
in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 
Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 
it, do this for the remembrance of me." 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
The Celebrant continues 



 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 
this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 
Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 
into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 
with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 

Lord’s Prayer 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  

Breaking of the Bread 

Fraction Anthem: Agnus Dei # S164 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 

God of infinite mercy, we thank you for our Savior Jesus Christ, who feeds 
us and gives us eternal life. Though our live stream parishioners cannot 
consume these gifts of bread and wine, we thank you that they have 
received the sacrament of Christ’s presence, the forgiveness of sins, and all 
other benefits of Christ’s passion. Grant that we may continue forever in 
the Risen life of our Savior, who with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and 
reigns, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

All baptized persons are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 

 



 

Congregational Hymn         LEVAS #151         One Bread One Body  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This selection is in the public domain 

Post Communion Prayer 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with 
spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

Blessing 

Recessional Hymn   #705    As those of old their first fruits brought  

Dismissal 

Postlude                              

 
 

Today’s Liturgy Participants: 
Celebrant and Preacher: The Rev. Dr. Jane Williams 

Organist: Liz McQueen 
Song Leader: Cassi Shands 

Lectors: Andrea Cato and Kevin Furst 
Counters: Steve Whiteley and Martha Linne 

 

Next Week’s Liturgy Participants: 
Lectors: Patti Alleger and Cynthia Leenerts 
Counters: Steve Whiteley and Martha Linne 


